CYPRUS

Department For Social Inclusion Of  Persons With Disabilities  

Social Welfare Services

i. Social welfare (disability) benefits: These benefits are provided to each individual who has a disability regardless of the family income, as long as the individual does not own property (or savings). If the person is employed then the benefits are decreased/terminated, if the income is in excess of €…. per month. 
Today basic social benefits (disability) amount to €…. Additional benefits may be added to these for other needs for which the beneficiary submits a receipt. These include the following:

· Travel expenses

· Diapers

· Monthly personal comfort allowance

· Special diet allowance

· Heating allowance

· Allowance for care provided outside of the home

· Home equipment (furniture, appliances)

· Clothing, shoes allowance

· Special needs that cannot be covered by other ministries, i.e. hearing aids, dentures etc.


ii. Social aid programme for improving living conditions: The aim of this scheme is to provide financial aid to social welfare recipients for building work, extensions or conversions with the goal of improving their living conditions. Applications from interested parties should be submitted on the special form at Social Welfare offices along with the documents outlined on the form.

iii. Financial assistance for orthodontic treatments: If applicants can provide doctor’s confirmation and two quotes from private orthodontists Social Welfare Services can approve such expenses for children with mental handicap and or other disability.

General info:

For the purpose of raising public awareness regarding the rights of people with a mental handicap and their equal standing as citizens within our society the Committee for the Protection of the Rights of People with a Mental Handicap issues from time to time educational material. Over the years the following material has been issued. 
i. Information booklet about understanding mental handicaps which was distributed to all schools in Cyprus, 1998
ii. Children’s story titled ‘Mia istoria me kakarismata’ (a story about a handicap duels) by Maria Marmara, a parent of a child with a mental handicap, 1999. The story was distributed to all primary schools
iii. A book titled ‘Oloi diaforetikoi, oloi isoi’ (All are different, all are equal), 2001. The book was published as part of writing competition held by the Committee. The award winning stories, in order, included in this book are the following:

‘O dikos mas Stefanos’(our own Stefanos)  by Chrysoula Lambrianou-Papaioannou
‘H Eytyhia ehei hroma galano’ (Happiness has blue colour)   by Elena Perikleous
‘Mia hordi sto kyma’ (A broken guitar) by Panayiotis Savva
‘Otan pesane oi fraktes’ (When all barriers were removed) by Agni Charalambous

The ‘Oloi diaforetikoi, oloi isoi’ books were distributed to all the school libraries. 
Posters on mental handicap for the years 1999, 2000, 2001, 2004 with Titlies:

1. The right for equal opportunities in Cyprus 
2. The right for equal opportunities in Cyprus II
3. Early Intervention
4. All different, all equal

Why design for e-accessibility?

First and foremost and apart from the above legislation and policies it is important to understand the kinds of difficulties Web users face. A screen reader user, usually being a person with severe vision impairment, will probably use the screen reader to read online text.

However, if the content relies on portraying information with images, for example images with words in them are used, and a text equivalent for the image is not provided, the screen reader will not be able to read this content. These images could represent anything from the company name in the logo at the top of the page to the main navigation links on a site.

Depending on the use of the image without the textual alternative, the user may not fully understand the content or not even be able to use it, e.g. navigate the web application.

Furthermore, by addressing the challenges of those with special needs, not only those who might have had difficulty accessing the site are helped but also many other benefits appear:

1. The content is made available to a wide range of other web users, e.g. mobile phone or PDA users and becomes generally easier to use

2. The portfolio of  clients/visitors/users in the online content is expanded, i.e. persons with disabilities and elderly

3. The management and maintenance of the content becomes easier

The Committee for the Protection of People with a Mental Handicap and the Pancyprian Parents Association for People with Mental Handicap organize a week devoted to individuals with a mental handicap on a regular basis. The goal is to educate and sensitize the public on matters pertaining to mental handicaps. Ultimately the aim is to eradicate prejudice and achieve the acceptance of individuals with mental handicaps as equal citizens.
For each week organized there is a main motto, which is typically displayed on posters and brochures, and often a conference or seminar is also arranged to fall during this period. 
There is a packed schedule of events beginning with a press conference in the presence of the Minister of Labour and Social Insurance who kick-starts the week of events. Among other things the week long programme includes the following: features in daily newspapers and magazines, radio and TV broadcasts, general or special topics discussed on TV talk shows, stamping all mail with the year’s motto, distributing information brochures, holding speeches and lectures at schools at other public spaces, organizing competitions and award ceremonies. Special events are also organized by Municipalities, Special Schools, Institutions, Day Centres and associations and include visits to hospitals and nursing homes, arts and crafts exhibitions, clean up of public areas, planting trees, blood drives, hosting children from special schools, bazaars and other cultural and social events. Finally, the church is also involved in promoting the acceptance of people with a mental handicap into the community.
